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PREFACE 

The 4th expert meeting on salt-water intrusion, arranged 

under the auspices of the Belgian National Committee for the 

International Hydrological Decade convened on August 28, 29 

and 30, 1974 in the Geological Institute of the State 

University of Ghent. Following the purpose set at the previous 

meetings of Hannover, Vogelenzang and Copenhagen, attendants 

again met to promote the research and the exchange of 

information on all aspects of salt-/fresh-water relationships 

in coastal areas. The ultimate goal is to arrive at a better 

understanding of the hydrodynamics, the hydrochemistry and 

the evolution of the salinization phenomena in natural and in 

man-made conditions in order to make an optimal use of the 

fresh-water reserves in areas with saline groundwater. 

The ten communications covered methods of investigation, 

mathematical models and case histories before an audience of 

attendants from Germany, The Netherlands, Denmark, Belgium 

and Great Britain. During an excursion in the coastal area 

the participants visited several investigation sites of the 

Geological Institute. A geophysical team of T.N.O. demonstrated 

the application of geophysical logging equipment. 

The meeting received a financial aid from the Ministry 

of National Education. All facilities, including transportation, 

were provided by the State University of Ghent and the kind 

co-operation of Prof. Dr. R. TAVERNIER, head of the Laboratory 

for Physical Geography and Regional Pedology. A reception was 

offered to the participants by the mayor and the Town Council 

of Blankenberge during the excursion day. 

The organization of the meeting was made possible by 

the full co-operation of the staff of the Institute, especial

ly Gilberte VERMEIREN, and Ingriet WILLE for the secretarial 

work and Jean-Pierre CNUDDE, Jan de JONG and Hubert VANNIEUWEN

BORG in preparing the excursion with the field crews, consisting 
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of Eric BEEUWSAERT, Jacques BEECKMAN, Roger BOGAERT, Bernard 

DANCKAERT, Denis DAUWE, Antoine DE SMIJTER, Constant DUYOLS, 

Michel GENBRUGGE, Antoine MATTHIJS, Boudewijn PORREYE and 

Jacques VANDENHEEDE. Yolande MEYSKENS guided the local tours. 

Guido SCHAECK made the drawings. Leopold WALSCHOT co-ordinated 

the final draft of the proceedings. 

Mr. A. DELMER, director of the Geological Survey of 

Belgium, was so kind to accept the burden of the final printing. 


